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from the time that pages of the saint john s bible began touring in major exhibitions nearly a decade ago people have been moved captivated and inspired by this

stunning work of modern sacred art but they often have questions about the illuminations that are scattered throughout the bible especially as they first become

familiar with it why was a certain scripture passage chosen for illumination rather than another what materials and source imagery are behind the illuminations the art

of the saint john s bible provides answers to these important questions and many others initially published in a series of three volumes each book has now been revised

by the author and included together in this helpful single volume sincethe saint john s bible is now complete susan sink makes connections between recurring images
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and motifs throughout the work and reflects on the images with a view to the whole her book promises to intensify and expand the experience of all who come in

contact with the saint john s bible

the field of art and religion is fast becoming one of the most dynamic areas of religious studies uniquely the art of the sacred explores the relationship between religion

and the visual arts and vice versa within christianity and other major religious traditions it identifies and describes the main historical theological sociological and

aesthetic dimensions of religious art with particular attention to popular as well as high culture and within societies of the developing world it also attempts to locate

and predict the forms and functions of such art in a changing contemporary context of obligation modernity secularism and fundamentalism the author concentrates on

four chief dimensions where religious art and religious belief converge the iconographic the didactic the institutional and the aesthetic this clear well organised and

imaginative treatment of the subject should prove especially attractive to students of religion and visual culture as well as to artists and art historians

some may possibly wonder to find here no record of ballet in italy or at the opera houses of madrid lisbon vienna buda pest berlin copenhagen stockholm warsaw or st

petersburg not to speak of the united states and south america this however would be to miss somewhat the author s purpose which is not to trace the growth of ballet

in every capital where it has been seen to do so effectively was hardly possible in a single volume a whole book might well be devoted to the history of the art in italy

alone herein only touched upon as it came to have a vital influence on france and england in the nineteenth century we have already had numerous volumes dealing

with russian ballet and since the ground has been extensively enough surveyed in that direction there could be no particular advantage in devoting more space to the

subject than is already given to it in this work the purpose of which only is to present as far as possible from contemporary sources some leading phases of the history

of the modern art of ballet as seen more particularly in france and england

published in 1764 to wide acclaim johann joachim winckelmann s history of the art of antiquity transformed the study of art and its history erudite systematic historically

grounded and aesthetically inspired this work by one of art history s founding fathers argued the unique importance of greek ideals for the modern world awakening a

passion for the classical past that still enlivens the western cultural imagination

a visual feast of eclectic artwork informed and inspired by spiritual beliefs magical techniques mythology and otherworldly experiences mystical beliefs and practices

have existed for millennia but why do we still chase the esoteric from the beginning of human creativity itself image makers have been drawn to these unknown spheres

and have created curious artworks that transcend time and place but what is it that attracts artists to these magical realms from theosophy and kabbalah to the zodiac

and alchemy spiritualism and ceremonial magic to the elements and sacred geometry the art of the occult introduces major occult themes and showcases the artists

who have been influenced and led by them discover the symbolic and mythical images of the pre raphaelites the automatic drawing of hilma af klint and madge gill
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leonora carrington s surrealist interpretation of myth alchemy and kabbalah and much more featuring prominent marginalised and little known artists the art of the

occult crosses mystical spheres in a bid to inspire and delight divided into thematic chapters the cosmos higher beings practitioners the book acts as an entertaining

introduction to the art of mysticism with essays examining each practice and over 175 artworks to discover the art of the occult has always existed in the margins but

inspired the masses and this book will spark curiosity in all fans of magic mysticism and the mysterious
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